
DXing.info presents

MULLIMBURRA POINT DXPEDITION NO. 2
How we played radios, kept dry, and dodged the kangaroos!
Each year Phil, Craig and I have taken ourselves off to some place on the coast for a DXpedition and boy’s week away. This year was no exception, with a return to the scene of last year’s exploits, Mullimburra Point, south of Moruya on the south coast of NSW. Mullimburra Cottage is set on about 2.5 ha in a rural subdivision and is about 500m from the coastline. Well equipped and comfortable, it is secluded and reasonably quiet radio-wise. A bonus is the leisurely 6 hour trip from home rather than the 9 or so hours to Tuckers Rocks giving plenty of time to erect antennas on arrival (most important).
After several DXpeditions we have the organisation down to a routine with each of us having a packing list so hopefully, nothing is left behind. We pack Craig’s car the night before leaving, so all is ready for an early start next morning.
Monday 18 July

Craig did an early morning milk run to pick us up, then we were off and away to the heights of DX Paradise – or so we hoped. We journeyed up to Oberon then over the ranges in fog (lots of kangaroos also) to Goulburn. The lure of coffee became too strong at Braidwood where we halted for a visit to the local bakery and a stroll along the street. The ‘Old Wares Shoppe’ was visited – nothing of note was found and I would swear that the stock was exactly the same as the previous year.
Mid-afternoon saw us arrive at Mullimburra Cottage, the first order of business being antennas and getting set up – we know what is important, even if there are rain showers to be dodged.  Whilst there is more than enough room to run out long lengths of wire through the national park just over the road, we made the decision not to do so. The effort to try and keep the wire away from the prolific wildlife, and in one piece, was judged more than it was worth - our attempt last year saw around 300m of wire transformed into several smaller lengths overnight. 
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Phil and Craig used a large EWE (tried and true), a pre-made G5RV and a random wire. I had more ambitious plans and used a dual flag array (as described by Dallas Lankford in his articles) as well as a phased active loop and random wire combination. Having used phased EWEs and K9AY loops in the past, I am a fan of this approach rather than trying to erect and maintain beverages in thick bushland. For those attempting this type of dual array, use equal length lead-ins to your listening post and site the phasing unit there. It is now out of the elements and allows you to easily revert to a standard phaser if you wish to experiment.

Switch – on was around 0630 with New Zealand stations all over the locals, Noumea 666 all over the local Canberra station and R. Rebelde 1180 well heard ( R. Marti was off air). The regular Hawaiian and US stations were present and a few interesting unidentified stations popped up briefly. Medium wave dropped off after the early evening peak and did not really come good later. Other than for a smattering of Latins, shortwave was unremarkable though, later in the evening, Radio TV Malagasy came to life on 6135.29.

It had been an early start that morning and I, for one, was off to Noddy land as soon as the head hit the pillow. It rained overnight.
Tuesday 19 July

We awoke to kangaroos on the front lawn and rain showers from the sky. The antennas had survived the night, we had each slept well and all was right with the world – we were on DXpedition and everyone else was working! The morning was spent doing some more antenna work (in between showers) before driving into Moruya for lunch, more supplies and to have a look around. We favour rummaging around junk shops as you never know what treasures you may uncover; unfortunately there is a lot of – to be plain about it – rubbish to rummage through as well. Just all part of the fun, of course.

Back at home we found New Zealand dominating many frequencies from around 3.30 pm local time. Both R.Tarana 1386 and R. National 567 were audible through the day, thanks to the sea path.  MW was noisy and dropped off around 0830 although a nice logging of XEEP 1060 was made (thanks, Craig) as well as KUMU 1500.  A mystery Arabic speaker was audible on 4860 shortwave for most of the day, which turned out to be an X-band harmonic, and the Guatemalan on 4055 was coming through rather well at 1130.

The menu tonight was Phil’s Spaghetti Bolognese. And a nice bottle of red.
Wednesday 20 July
Once again we awoke to drizzle and rain - I had to feel sorry for the two drenched kangaroos outside trying to graze on the lawn. I also had to feel sorry for ourselves as the solar hot water system had not seen too much sun lately and our morning showers were rather brisk to say the least. 
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Our day trip was south to Narooma and down as far as Tathra, a scenic little town on a headland. For once we actually saw the sun, although the wind from the south nearly blew us away and there was no hope of spotting whales (other than imaginary ones) amongst all the whitecaps out to sea. Here we visited Tathra Wharf, a popular spot to fish and the scene of past tragedy when two children fell into the ocean, drowning, along with their father who attempted rescue. Regardless, it was pleasant with the sun shining, shelter from the wind, lots of locals fishing and great photographic opportunities.

Back at the ranch, R. Marti was in well at 0708, KOKC 1520 was logged as was KREA on 1540. A good catch on SW was Surinam 4990 in Hindi. Once again things were rather noisy and MW tapered off around 0830. At this point Craig went off to shoot star trails (in between rain squalls) and Phil and I treated ourselves to another Scotch and Coke. Nice to have alternate diversions when things are quiet!
Dinner tonight was Craig’s slow-cooked stew, my homemade damper and a nice bottle of red. Later that evening, China on 909 and 1089 were logged and the rain resumed...
Thursday 21 July
The good news – the electric booster had kicked in and we all had nice, hot showers. The bad news? More rain and very heavy as well. The morning kangaroo parade was well down in numbers but at least our antennas had survived the night once again. A few late fade-outs on 60 metres were a highlight, including Zambia 4965 until past 10.00am local, and a bunch of Chinese, also on 4 MHz
Despite the rain we set off on a day trip, north to Batemans Bay via several small coastal villages. Even on a DXpedition, we all need to get out and about to see the local sights, avoid cabin fever and just have a break from the radio side of things. Our search for ‘Ye Olde Worlde Junque Shoppe’ was fruitless, Phil brought a new digital radio and we lunched on fish’n chips while enjoying a great view of the bay. The rain p****d down.


That evening saw the regulars being heard well and an interesting, but unidentified, station on 1370 with Hindi or sub-continental style music.  The 0 frequencies were open but patience was needed.
Dinner was Phil’s Spanish beef and rice, washed down with plain old beer. Over the meal, some nice Brazilians appeared, including the lesser heard stations on 6180 and 6020.


Friday 22 July

John and Craig were up at the ungodly hour of 0400 local to listen for the morning Africans. Brazzaville was present on 6115, and also the clandestine broadcast for Zimbabwe on 7330 at 1800.
The antennas were checked again just in case, but luckily had still remained unscathed. Possibly because of the wet conditions, the local wildlife was seeking shelter elsewhere rather than blundering into them during the night. In any event there was no real problem on this trip.

Unfortunately we had to call at the local Moruya hospital as Phil and Craig had both picked up ticks in the bushland at some time. For those who don’t know, these nasty little things burrow into your flesh and gorge themselves till full. If unnoticed, the toxins they inject may cause illness and, in extreme cases, death. Suitably de-ticked, on we went to the historic village of Tilba. Tilba, once the centre of a dairying district, is now devoted to the tourist, offering dinky little shops, a great cheese factory and lots of photographic opportunities if you are that way inclined. We lunched at a dinky shop, photographed the opportunities and patronised the cheese factory - a place not to be missed if you enjoy great cheese. It is especially not to be missed if your better, cheese-loving halves have specifically ordered purchases be made before returning home!
The evening’s listening found conditions to be quite good and a couple of great MW loggings were made. First, Radio Maria 1400 (Nicaragua) came up with a nice ID at 0749. This was a real thrill for me as it is a new country logged and may be first time heard in Australia. The second highlight was Hawaiian KUAU 1570. Normally the Mexican dominates this channel, but had faded out earlier leaving the frequency open. The last throw of the dice on shortwave had the Peruvian on 4790 at armchair level, and the external service from Argentina on 6060 until 1100, amongst heavy traffic on the frequency.

Dinner was my sweet and sour chicken stir-fry and a nice bottle of red. There were showers overnight. 
Saturday 23 July 2011
Pack-up day. No rain. Perfect sunshine. This we knew would happen. Oh well.

A couple of hours work saw the antennas dismantled, the house cleaned and the car packed. We make sure we leave everything the way we found it with no signs of our stay to be seen as, after all, we do want to return. A nice leisurely drive via Goulburn and the odd antique shop saw us back in Bathurst around 1630 local.

Well, once again it was a great week away and I would urge anyone interested to organise something similar if you enjoy your listening. A house on land and a little distance away from civilisation is a must but can be found with the help of the internet and Google Earth. Costs are split which is a given, but be mindful of group dynamics and numbers if organising such a trip. For ourselves, three is just the right number and 5 nights is sufficient time without being too long away from home. Finally, even if conditions are poor, enjoy visiting the local area and being out and about someplace different. Even if it does rain!   

Some of the locals on the front lawn.





Our listening post in full swing





It was rough at the beach!





It looks calm but the wind was wild









