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DX Camp Arroio dos Ratos (July 14-17, 2022)

Ariel Osvaldo Torres
Translation: Julio César Pereira

DX Camp Arroio dos Ratos, a binational meeting of DXers, Argentines and
Brazilians, in the state Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil (July 14-17, 2022). (Reporting
by Ariel Osvaldo Torres, Argentina).

Between July 14 and 17, 2022, a DX Camp was held in the
southern region of Brazil, in which radio listeners from that
country and also from Argentina participated. The event
took place in a rural area located in the Arroio dos Ratos
municipality, 61 kilometers from the point of origin of the
city of Porto Alegre, capital of the state of Rio Grande do Sul.

It took ten months of planning, which included prior visits to the site to check
reception quality and rule out noise levels.
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This is the whole group. Above from left to right Julio Cesar Pereira, Anténio Louzada, Jose
Kucher, Alexandre Deves Sailer and Huelbe Garcia. Below, Ruben Guillermo Margenet,
Ariel Osvaldo Torres and Ivan Dias.

To everyone's delight, the meeting took place in a climate of friendship,
exchange of ideas, joy and good DXing, as lvan Dias, a specialist in utility


http://www.dxing.info/

dxing, from the city of Sorocaba, tells us.

“It was an important event for the region because the last time an Argentine
DXer had participated in a meeting of such characteristics in Brazil was in
2005. This was the first time we received three friends from the sister
country, to enjoy three nights of pure DX”.
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Ivan Dias and te Elad FDM-S3.

In addition to Ivan Dias, the Brazilians Alexandre Sailer, Antonio Louzada,
Julio César Pereira and Huelbe Garcia, all of them from the state of Rio
Grande do Sul, participated in the DX meeting. While from Argentina, José
Kucher traveled from the Patagonian province of Neuquén, Rubén Margenet,
a native of the city of Rosario, province of Santa Fe and Ariel Osvaldo Torres
from Buenos Aires.

Arroio dos Ratos cabin, we stayed here for three nights.

Despite the fact that it did not stop raining throughout the weekend when
the match took place (which brought with it constant static noises), both
Argentines and Brazilians agree that the experience was successful. And they



describe it as unforgettable.

“The receptions met our expectations and in many cases were exceeded,
regardless of the issue of static,” says Ivan Dias. In my case, being able to
capture the WWVB time station with a good signal for two nights at 60 KHz. It
is proof of the potential that Arroio dos Ratos has for radio listening. The joy
was reflected in all of us for four days and made clear the success of the
event.

For Ivan, it was one of the best DX Camps in which he has participated.

“Be it in terms of listening, because of the interaction that we had with each
other and because of the facilities of the place. In addition to the low level of
electrical noise, we have spacious accommodation that allowed us to listen
to the radio very comfortably, have enough space to chat, eat, live together
and have our well-deserved breaks”.

The three Argentines, turned into Minions, installing the Beverage antenna.
Maybe a mix between the yellow Teletubbie and the Minions!!!

Brazilians and Argentines moved a large number of receivers and antennas to
Arroio dos Ratos. So they were able to practice DXing on all bands, with
current and vintage equipment. Among all the equipment, two
Beverage-type antennae stood out, which some combined with SDR



(Software Defined Radio) technology, the great novelty of the last decades
for DXers.

Reel with 800 meters of UTP cable for Beverage antennae.

“For me it was overwhelming to see the difference between doing a DX Camp
listening to the radio in the traditional way, in real time, and using SDR
technology.

—says Antonio Louzada, a psychiatrist by profession—.
«Organizing a DX Camp costs a lot of money. It takes time and planning. And

it became clear that it doesn't make sense to do a DX Camp listening to the
radio in the same way as | do at home.



Selfie of Antonio Ant6nio Louzada, well protected against the cold rain, checking the
ground for the location of another Beverage.

The antennae used in the DX Camp are special. And | realized that to take
advantage of these events, you should record as much as possible with SDR
technology and what the large antennae can capture. Afterwards, everyone
at home, with peace of mind, can listen carefully to the recordings”.

In Arroio dos Ratos, Antonio Louzada practiced DXing with conventional
radios, in real time only and adds:

So, Sunday was the end of the event for me; instead, for those who recorded
their listening with SDR, the DX Camp just started that day.”

https://youtu.be/biVARWR9tXA

In Arroio dos Ratos, loop antennae and other elements were also added that allowed
testing different equipment and making comparisons.


https://youtu.be/bjVARwR9tXA

Another view of the hills.

A view from the drone of the surrounding landscape.
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Armazén do Parque, a necessary break. Both on the way there and back we stopped at
Armazém do Parque, in Eldorado do Sul. From left to right. Antonio Louzada, Huelbe
Garcia, Alexandre Sailer, Ivan Dias, Ariel Torres, Julio César Pererira, José Kucher and
Rubén Margenet.

Small museum in Armazém do Parque.



"This is just starting"
says lvan Dias.
And adds—:

"There are still a lot of low-power stations that will pop up over the next few
weeks as we listen to the recordings we made with our SDRs."

Sony ICF-2010 and Sangean ATS 909x2, from Antonio.: 'with the logbook.



Antonio's notes.

The Argentine engineer José Kucher agrees. He also says that in Arroio dos
Ratos the propagation was not completely favorable in the first days, but it
improved during the early hours of Sunday, July 17, the last day of the DX
Camp.

“The static noises prevented us from appreciating low signals during the first
nights. The electrical activity did not stop. At times we even had to
disconnect the antennas to preserve the integrity of the receivers”.

And added that

«The rain prevented the placement of Beverage antennae with more
dedication. We had to install them without being able to analyze the terrain
too much, where in addition to some elevations there were cattle nearby.
Animals tend to knock down antennae, so you have to carefully study the
place where they are going to be located”.



Eton E1.

José says that they found a place to deploy a 350-meter Beverage antenna.
They oriented it towards the Northeast, with the intention of capturing
Medium Wave stations from Europe and North Africa.

https:// t_g -.be/-NwM7wBL7Qc
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Tecsun PL-880

Propagation and inclination of the terrain prevented these listening, but
allowed, instead, to tune in Long Wave stations such as Radio Médi 1 of
Morocco, transmitting from the coastal city of Nador, on 171 KHz.

171 Khz (Long Wave) Medi 1 — RADIO MEDITERRANEE, Nador, Morocco.
https://youtu.be/SXMRB-HmyYY



https://youtu.be/-NwM7wBL7Qc
https://youtu.be/SXMRB-HmyYY

Listened in Arroio dos Ratos, Rio Grande do Sul-Brazil, on 07.15.2022 at 21:50
UTC with an Afedri NET Rev2.1 SDR receiver and a 250-meter Beverage
antenna facing NE. (DXer Ruben Margenet).

Another 200-meter antenna with similar characteristics, facing Northwest,
was installed with the intention of receiving stations from Paraguay, Bolivia,
Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Central American and Caribbean countries, as well

as Mexico, the USA and Canada.
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A concentrated Huelbe Garcia with his Lowe HF-150, behind him is José Kucher (yawning)

with an SDR Perseus, Eton E1 and Tecsun PL-365 and further in the background is Rubén
Margenet, with an SDR Afedri Net rev.2.1 and Tecsun PL-880.

On shortwave, DXer colleagues noted in their logs listening to stations in

Peru, Cuba and Brazil in tropical bands.
https://youtu.be/XNKE1QDICYk
https://youtu.be/BdBOWQAOfxg
https://youtu.be/cuczBRIHNWO
https://youtu.be/Z8dGGKLucPg



https://youtu.be/XNkE1QDiCYk
https://youtu.be/BdBQWQAOfxg
https://youtu.be/cuczBRjHNW0
https://youtu.be/Z8dGGKLucPg

Julio César Pereira celebrated the tuning of the CFRX station in Toronto, at
6070 kHz, with good reception quality. He was able to achieve this during the

early hours of July 17 with an SDR Malahit DSPIII receiver and a W6LVP active
loop antenna.

https://youtu.be/tEROQX4UIISg



https://youtu.be/tERQX4UlISg
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Ivan, Ariel and Julio

They were also able to tune in to Radio Educacion on 6185 kHz, in the
49-meter band, but unfortunately, they inform us, the Mexican station
arrived in southern Brazil every night "with a weak signal, barely audible."

Another good utilitarian DX was the tuning of Bangkok Meteorological Radio,
in 6765 kHz, in USB, by Ivan Dias.

Alexandre Sailer, one of the hosts of the DX Camp in Arroio dos Ratos,
highlights the generosity that everyone shared when it came to sharing
technical knowledge, especially in the area of antennae:
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Alexandre's selfie always with his smile.

"Colleagues from Argentina brought experience and technical knowledge in
Beverage antennas, a classic among Onda Media right-handers"

“Both antennae showed exceptional directivity. We have never experienced
anything like this before. The beverage antennae allowed us a reception
guality that we could never have dreamed of, especially considering that the
meeting took place in a metropolitan area of Porto Alegre, where 4.5 million
inhabitants live”.

Alexandre also highlights the warm atmosphere and the affinity that existed
between the participants:

“The highlight of the meeting was the camaraderie and the emotion that we
felt for radio listening; we all communicated through the same language: the
language of lovers of radio listening and DXing”.

Ariel Osvaldo Torres, points out for his part:

«The Brazilian stations that we report in large numbers, both on Short Wave
and Medium Wave, deserve a separate paragraph»
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Ariel Osvaldo Torres in front of José Kucher and further in the background, Rubén

Margenet.

“Despite the fact that many stations in that country are migrating to FM,
Brazil continues to dominate the South American dial. Thanks to the external
antennae we were also able to capture a significant number of stations from
Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina on medium wave. The vast majority with
acceptable reception quality”.

“The Brazilian friends planned the meeting meticulously for several months
and despite the weather conditions, everything went well. They treated us
wonderfully. There will always be technical details to improve. But basically
we had fun, shared information and learned in a friendly atmosphere. That is
what | respect the most. We hope that these meetings will be repeated with
people from other countries and in any part of the planet. In fact, this DX
Camp between Argentines and Brazilians will continue next year in the town
of La Consulta, in the Argentine province of Mendoza, at the foot of the
Andes mountain range. So we called on other DXers of other nationalities to
join the movement”.



If there was room for equipment and accessories, there also had to be room for plates and
glasses.
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With our dear cook Damaris, an exemplary job that was very helpful to us!



Rubén Margenet's DX corner, with the SDR Afedri Net rev.2.1 and the Tecsun
PL-880.

For his part, Rubén Margenet from Rosario, also wanted to share his recent
DXing experience in Brazil.

“I would like to highlight the human aspect of these meetings. My sister was
one of the first psychologists received in the Argentine city of Rosario, where
| currently live.

| once asked him:



What motivation does a DXer have to spend so much time investigating
signs?

He replied something like that there is, whether by excess or defect, the need
for communication. Indeed, it is remarkable to observe that this need —which
| allow myself to translate as passion—is the first thing we feel when we hear
the distant voice of an announcer. The radio gives us that unique possibility:
to communicate virtually with the transmitter. Even later, we feel the desire
to receive verification of the contact through a QSL, which conlcudes the
initial dialogue of simple listening”.

In full electromagnetic hunting task.
Ruben continues:

“Practicing DXing, in addition, we give ourselves the pleasure of wanting to
meet the protagonists behind the microphone, the engineers of the
transmission plants. Sometimes we manage to get the same manager or the
owner of a radio station to attend to us when we visit it. Is not our
restlessness a communicative vocation par excellence?
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DXing gives satisfaction!

The meetings in each DX Camp reflect the need to strengthen ties with those
who profess the same passion for radio and its magic of establishing contacts
through the distance. There we are, all together, united by the same
purpose, collaborating in the goal of achieving the greatest success and
without competing. | don't know of any better way to achieve bonds of
friendship than through these approaches where a radio receiver is the link
and we are the privileged ones”, concludes Rubén, who introduces us and
recounts the following video:

https://youtu.be/GhDT70Nylgs

see also the the DX Camp Log

more DXpedition reports can be found on DXing.info


https://youtu.be/GhDT7oNylqs
http://www.dxing.info/dxpeditions/Arroio_DX_Camp_2022-07-log.pdf
http://www.dxing.info/

